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America Cordero Workman became quite popular in social circles in Los Angeles and San Diego, primarily because of her marriage to Ulysses Simpson “Buck” Grant, Jr., son of President Ulysses S. Grant. America was lauded for her beauty, married into prominent families, and traveled extensively.
Emerica Rosa Workman was born on 13 October 1876 in Santa Barbara, California to George Workman and Maria Encarnacion Cordero; she was baptized a few months later on 6 January 1877. Emerica was named after her grandmother, Emerica Espinosa, and she would later “Americanize” the spelling of her first name. 
George Workman married Maria Encarnacion Cordero on 25 June 1873 at the Presidio Chapel in Santa Barbara. George Workman was born in New York about 1840 to Robert Workman from England and Margaret Ferguson from Scotland. Maria Encarnacion Cordero was baptized on 26 March 1856 at the Presidio Chapel in Santa Barbara. Her parents were Juan de Jesus Antonio (“Juan de Parma”) Cordero (b. 3 June 1831) and Emerica Espinosa (bap. 22 May 1834). 
The couple had four children. Roberto Workman (bap. 30 June 1874 in Santa Barbara) who died soon after birth; Emerica Rosa Workman (b. 13 October 1876 in Santa Barbara); Georgina “Georgia” Workman (bap. 17 September 1880 in Santa Barbara); and Roberto Ferguson Workman (bap. 17 May 1884 at the Los Angeles Plaza Church).    

By 1880 George and Maria Encarnacion were living in Los Angeles at 19 San Pedro Street. Though a soldier when he met Maria Encarnacion in Santa Barbara, George worked as a plasterer for the remainder of his life. The couple apparently divorced sometime before 1893. George moved to Scott Valley in Siskiyou County, California and continued to work as a plasterer; he died in obscurity soon thereafter. In 1893 Maria Encarnacion married Thomas Deering, a native of Pennsylvania, who worked as a miner in Pima, Arizona. Thomas Deering began working in the gold mines of Pima when he was in his early twenties, and by 1920 he was owner of the Santa Rita Mine. Maria Encarnacion lived with Thomas in Pima for a brief period in 1900, but soon returned to Los Angeles where the couple bought a house at 1901 East Fourth Street. Thomas no doubt traveled back and forth by train to visit. By 1930 Robert had returned to reside in Los Angeles with his wife, and he retired with $70,000 in assets. Mary died on 16 October 1932 and Robert on 8 November 1933.
In 1895 at the age of 18 America Cordero Workman married John Pinkney Elms, a native of North Carolina and owner of the Elms Detective Agency, established in 1887. The couple had one child, John Brink Elms, born on 20 December 1896 in Los Angeles.
 By 1900 America and John Elms were living at 214 Olive Street in Los Angeles. America’s sister and nephew, Georgia W. Siemon and Charles Walter Siemon, were living with them as well. John Elms became a prominent private detective in Los Angeles and had some political influence. The couple separated in 1906 and divorced in 1908.

Three years later in 1909 America was married in Chicago to Edward Clifton Will of Iowa. The couple lived at 306 North First Street in Marshalltown City, Iowa. Edward Will was the president of the McBride and Will Drug Company, and the couple had a servant in the home. Unfortunately, Edward died of an acute case of diphtheria on 10 May 1910, and America soon moved to San Diego.
 The couple had no children.
In July of 1913 rumors were circulating in the news press, too late in fact, about the forthcoming marriage of America Cordero Workman to Ulysses Simpson Grant, Jr., son of President Ulysses S. Grant and owner of the famous Grant Hotel in San Diego. America and Ulysses had actually been married a day prior to the news press notices of July 13 in the home of Justice George Putterbaugh of San Diego who officiated the ceremony. So well kept was the secret of the wedding that even America’s son, John Elms, was told after the fact.

Soon after the wedding, Ulysses S. Grant, Jr. signed an “ante-nuptial agreement” that legally afforded America Grant access to two-thirds of nearly three million dollars. The nuptial agreement certainly upset Ulysses’ children. Apparently, America’s admirers were disappointed as well. During the marriage celebration dinner a few days later, “several former admirers of the bride” made a “friendly annoyance. They obtained the services of a band, and on top of a motor bus took up position in front of the hotel., from which vantage point they indulged in  a noisy serenade until Mr. Grant sent out a page to ask the to quit.”

America’s beauty did not go unnoticed by the press. One journalist wrote that America Grant is a “beautiful young Spanish widow of Los Angeles.” She is “strikingly attractive . . . with an almost perfect complexion.” In her self-description on a 1911 passport, America asserts that she is 5’ 5 ½” with hazel eyes and dark brown hair. 

The secrecy backfired on the Grants as the press spread rumors about the notions that the Granr children were unhappy with the marriage and nuptial agreement. To combat the rumors, Ulysses, America, and America’s mother made a public statement attempting to dissuade the public of a lack of harmony within the family. America stated, “Why his daughters have written me congratulating both of us and wishing us happiness and Godspeed 

“They are as happy as two larks,” said Mrs. Deering, the mother of the bride, last night at her home. “It is an ideal match from my point of view and I know they are going to be happy. Mr. Grant is a fine man and my daughter is a fine girl. She is not only beautiful but is very sensible and I am sure she will be a loyal helpmeet. Mr. Grant’s daughters are very fond of her and have written her letters declaring their friendship.”

The couple traveled to the Palace Hotel in San Francisco prior to embarking on their roughly two-year honeymoon to Australia, South Africa, and South America among other locations. 
 America and Ulysses Grant made the Grant Hotel their permanent residence in between excursions. Over the years the couple traveled extensively around the world—Cuba, France, England, Italy, Mexico. 
According to numerous sources, the Grants enjoyed the outdoors and traveling by automobile. While traveling back from an excursion by automobile to northern California, Ulysses and America stopped at the Sandberg Lodge
 for dinner. Ulysses was uncharacteristically absent at breakfast that morning, and America soon discovered that Ulysses S. Grant, Jr. passed away in his sleep that night. America passed away on 29 October 1942 in San Diego. She was nearly 66 years of age.

America Cordero Workman lived an extravagant life. She traveled around the world, married into wealthy families, lived in opulent homes and hotels, and no doubt circulated among the elite in the social circles where she lived and visited. She remains one of the most prominent of Cordero women descendents in California History.
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� Also known as the Sandberg’s Summit Hotel or the Sandberg Inn.





